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Dr. Mark D. Shermis was the principal investigator and academic advisor for the Automated Student 
Assessment Prize (ASAP). He is a frequently cited expert on machine scoring and co-author of Classroom 
Assessment in Action. He is presently professor and former dean at the University of Houston—Clear 
Lake’s College of Education. Dr. Shermis has also held faculty and administrative positions at the 
University of Akron, University of Florida, Florida International, IUPUI and the University of Texas. 
Shermis earned a B.A. in developmental psychology at the University of Kansas and Doctorate and 
Master’s degrees in educational psychology at the University of Michigan. He is a fellow of the American 
Psychological Association (Divisions 1, 5, & 15) and the American Educational Research Association and 
is a licensed psychologist in Texas, Florida, California, Ohio, and Indiana.  His latest book (Jill Burstein, co-
editor), Handbook of Automated Essay Evaluation: Current Applications and New Directions, was 
published by Routledge in April 2013. 
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